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the majority are satisfied with it. I would actively work for the
scheme, if it satisfies my minimum. I may here say a word about
the Congress constitution. I observe critics ascribing to me the
opinion that the constitution has been an absolute failure. It
has certainly broken down as measured by its own standard. But
in my opinion it cannot be seriously denied that the Congress still
remains the most national and representative of all the organi-
zations of India. It still has the largest number of original mem-
bers on its books and has the largest number of volunteers and paid
workers of any organization. Nor do I wish to be understood
to mean that non-co-operation has absolutely failed. On the
contrary, it has vitalized the nation as nothing else has. But it
has not come up to the expectations formed of it. The response
of the people was great, but not great enough for the purpose
intended. All this, however, is small comfort to the .workers, who
have yet much work to do before they can reap the harvest
SUSPENSION OR REPEAL
A friend writes: "Is not your proposed suspension of boycotts
only repeal in disguise?" Not for me. I have no present in-
tention of securing repeal of the boycotts. If I had, I should not
have hesitated to say so. I hope that it may not be found neces-
sary to resume them. But I should have not the slightest hesita-
tion in advising resumption if I found them necessary for
national growth, just as I find their suspension necessary for na-
tional growth. "Are you not postponing the internecine feud for
a year?" says the friend. My answer again is, "No". We would
know at the end of the year where we stand. The boycotts cer-
tainly cannot be revived, if at the end of the year there is still a
likelihood of sharp divisions. They can only become the national
programme if the active workers on the political field can be per-
suaded of their necessity. Till that happens, they must remain
a policy or a creed with a minority. We must not shut our eyes
to the fact that whatever the Government yields will be yielded
to the demand of the small, vocal and active section of the na^
tion. Nothing will be yielded if this section is divided into
many warring sub-sections. I should expect one of two things at
the end of the year, either the No-changers will be converted to
the purely political, i.e., external activity or the pure politicians
Will, recognizing the futility of mere external activity, devote them-
selves to the intensive internal development which would neces-
sarily involve acceptance of boycotts. It may be also that the
internal development as well as political activity will command
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